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EYE ON INTELLIGENCE

Sen. Eugene J. McCarthﬂ\as
once again focused the attentlon
of the senate on the problem of i %
who is {0 walch those who wateh, i
He has urged creation of a joint
senate-house comnuttee to keep
gm eve un federal antelligence-
gathering activities. The proposal,
though anathema to the Central
Intelliger.y: agency, hag great i
merit :
This i oot to suggest that the
CIA'« ot jection. to congressional
oversigh! are without foundation.
It iz qus;e true that intelligence
activities are carried on most
effectively in seeret. There also
je  sume danger that congress,
whose »srd of discretion is far
from perrtect, might not prove to
be a leat proof repository of data
about ictelligence operations.
Thess, vbjections could be deall
with . hywever, i proper care
were taken in setling up the
mactinery of congressional over-
sighi,| It Is apparent—to the pub-
lic, @} least, though many in con-
gressseem to have a blind spot : -
on t'ths point—-that any jaint com- ;
mitt«'lt charged with reviewing in- ‘
telli} knce operations should not
be #p: up on a scniority basis. .
Leadirs of both parties in house
and jsenate should choose for such -
a gimmittee only men with the ,
refavation of being able to keep
s#fprts and of having placed the:
uitdnral interest above mere par--
titar. or sectional advantage. 1t
k. ‘vas done, the danger of un-
[irvrate leaks of information
;‘L'lf. be minimized.
[ reasons for wanting some
g1 oversight are compelling. As
" Meturthy said in a senate speech,
/i vae decision whether or not to
’ wipn war is too important to be
1eft to the generals, then “cold
war intelligence operations are
too impertant to be left to the
specialists who conduct them.” .
Properly safeguarded, congression-
al watchfulness over intelligence
activitics could do no harm. 1t
mirht save the nation from a disas-
ter on some futurc nccasion when
intellirence was again crucial.

&

Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500050023-0



